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cuckoo, and while a word like raven has ever so
many relations, cuckoo stands by itself like a stick
in a living hedge.1

It is curious to observe how apt we are to deceive
ourselves when we once adopt this system of Ono-
matopoieia. Who does not imagine that he hears in
the word c thunder 5 an imitation of the rolling and
rumbling noise which the old Germans ascribed to
their god Thor playing at nine-pins ? Yet thunder}
Anglo-Saxon tJmnor, has clearly the same origin as
the Latin tonitru. The root is tan, to stretch. From,
this root tan we have in Greek tones, our tone, tone
being produced by the stretching and vibrating of
cords; Latin tonare? In Sanskrit the sound thunder
is expressed by the same root tan, but in the deriva-
tives tanyu, tanyatu, and tanayitnu, thundering,
we perceive no trace of the rumbling noise which we
imagined we perceived in the Latin tonitru and the
English thunder.3 The very same root, tan, to

1  The following* remarks on the interjectional theory, from Yaska's
Nirukta (iii. IS), a work anterior to Panini, and therefore belonging
at least to the fourth century B.C., may be of interest.

After mentioning that words like lion and tiger, or dog and crow, may
be applied to men to express either admiration or contempt, Yaska
continues: *kaka, crow, is an imitation of the sound (k&ku kaku, ac-
cording to Durga), and this is very common with regard to birds.
A upamanyava, however, maintains that imitation of sound does never
take place. He therefore derives kUka, crow, from apak&layitavya, r
i.e. a bird that is to be driven away; tittiri, partridge, from tar, to
jump, or from tilamatra&itra, with small spots, etc/

2  Horn. II. xvi. 365: ore re Zevs \ai\aira rcivy. Of. Grimm, Namen des
Donners, p. 8.

3  A secondary root is stan, to sound; from which stanitam, the
rattling of thunder; stanay itnu, thunder, lightning, cloud (see Wilson's
Diet.}; Greek arivca, I groan, and its numerous derivatives; also SreVTOjp,
theshouter; Bopp, YiryLGr.&.$l<i,note. ProfessorBo$p(~Per<jleic&ende